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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits 
[jj the European search report 
□ the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 
D the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

El the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 157(2) EPC 

relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 

□ Abstract □ Title □ Figure 

n The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 

|"""| The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that it better characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 
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Figure: 

Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



EP 0 947 538 A (TEIJIN CHEMICALS LTD) 

6 October 1999 (1999-10-06) 

* page 4, line 55 - page 5, line 9; claims 
1-10 * 



EP 0 615 996 A (GE PLASTICS JAPAN LTD) 
21 September 1994 (1994-09-21) 

* claims 1-9 * 

US 6 022 943 A (ISHIDA HIR0MI ET AL) 
8 February 2000 (2000-02-08) 

EP 0 592 900 A (DAICEL CHEM) 
20 April 1994 (1994-04-20) 

US 4 469 561 A (ANEJA VINEY P ET AL) 
4 September 1984 (1984-09-04) 

* column 1, line 31 - line 39; claims 1-6 
* 



EP 0 511 640 A (TEIJIN CHEMICALS LTD) 
4 November 1992 (1992-11-04) 
* claims 1-4 * 



US 5 959 160 A (VAN 0SSELAER TONY ET AL) 
28 September 1999 (1999-09-28) 



The supplementary search report has been based on the last 
set of claims valid and available at the start of the search. 
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A : technological background 
O : non-written disclosure 
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after the filing date 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely cfaim(s): 




LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



see sheet B 



All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 



□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 



□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 
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None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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Application Number 

EP 01 92 5978 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-5,11-20 

Polycarbonate resin for optical disk substrate having a 
viscosity average molecular weight of from 10,000 to 17,000, 
an iron content of 0,2 ppm or less, a release agent content 
of 100 to 500 ppm. The polycarbonate has further 1. a free 
total phenol content of 80 ppm or less; or 2. when an 
intensity of a chemical shift delta of from 7.0 to 7.5 ppm 
based on a phenol ring in a spectrum measured with 1H-NMR is 
1,000, signal intensities at delta of from 1.02 to 1.08 and 
from 6.69 to 6.73 are 0.01 or less; or 3. a fraction of 
hydroxyl end groups of less than 7% by mole. 



2. claims: 6-10 

Polycarbonate resin for an optical disk substrate being 
produced from 2,2-(4-hydroxyphenyl )propane having a content 
of 2-(2-hydroxyphenyl )-2-(4-hydroxyphenyl )propane of 1,000 
ppm or less, a content of a cyclic dimer of 
p-isopropenyl phenol represented by the formula (I) (claim 6) 
of 150 ppm or less and a content of a trisphenol compound 
represented by formula (II) (claim 6) of 150 ppm or less, 
having a viscosity average molecular weight of from 10,000 
to 17,000 and a fraction of hydroxyl end groups of less than 
7% by mole, and containing from 100 to 500 ppm of a 
releasing agent 
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